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jeted 1o places” was an admission made
essayisl Richard Hugo Critlcs
he embraced the
{ugio's region was Lhe
vwhich he was mosi addicied were
wnition came laie in
ver. Hugo's poetic vision remains a key (o inlerpreling
mlana in e middle o Lhis cemury
nshingion. on December 21, 1521, Dick
sedd by his grandparents and educated in Whibe
Seaiile suburh. In 1943 he joined Lthe Army Alr Corps
1% missions as a bombardier in Wordd Wiar 11
e war. he enrolled at the Undversity of Washington
from whilch he peceived & BACIn 1948 and an MA in 1952
Hugo studied at the university with poet Theodore Roethke,
whin be acknowledged had a strong influen his writing
F 1o 1984, Hugo worked for the Boeir
poetry in his spare time and gl
reengniiion in creative-writing circles in the Northnwest
I thee muriumn ol 1964, Hugio came 1o the Engilish
Dwparismes - Uiniversity of Montana in Missoulka (o teach
- wriling et his influence. sl prograum becmrse
il thee et pespected (o the nation. 1 has produced scores

of young poeis. many ol whiom were indelibly touched by Dk
Husgio. Husgo wrote, "t ne L ondy job | ever took seniouwsly.
I veas dobng what | loved mosd, helping people write pocms.”

ame g full professor in 1972

uge’s writings became more widely known in Lhe
prestigious wards as the Theodore Roethie Poetry Prize
[197T6L the John Skmon Cuggenhetm Memorial Foundation
Fellowship [ 19771 the Melville Cane/Poetry Society of America
Aveanrd | 19804, the Acader [ American Poets Fellowship
(1961 |, and the University of Montans Distinguished Scivolar
Award (| 1982], In 1977 he became editor of the influential Yale
University Younger Port Series and, in 1978, President Jimmy
Carter honored him as one of the o ¥'s oulsladiding pocis

Richard Hugo's poetic vision of Montana reveals (he

stmie's hieakness, (ts desolation, and |8 lonsliness: but 1t also
inchades Montana's strengths, its people, environment, and
proenise. Hugo's vision has beneflied thousands of Montanans
im hiekping them recognies and wnderstand & sen place. In
his twelve published volumes and in numerous periodical
pleces, this Montana author has interpreted the state with
perception and compassion. 11 was Dick Hugo. the
“redtl T rmphn.ﬁl.'.u_-ﬂ the Montana place, who oould
write: “Place gives you a stable hase, that is, o ase ol
operathons. The imagination can ihen go oul.”




